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BUSH 
BY TOM RAUM 

SACRAMENTO, CALIF . <AP) -- GEORGE BUSH, A GEMINI, MADE LIGHT OF 
REPORTS OF ASTROLOGICAL INFLUENCE AT THE WHITE HOUSE ON THURSDAY BUT 
SUGGESTED THE ISSUE WAS A ''TWO-EDGED SWORD'' BECAUSE OF THE LARGE 
NUMBER OF AMERICANS WHO BELIEVE IN THE PRACTICE. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT AL SO HINTED JOKINGLY THAT AN ASTROLOGER CLAIMING 
TO HAVE HELPED PICK HIM AS RONALD REAGAN'S RUNNING MATE IN 1980 MIGHT 
BE A USEFUL MEMBER OF HIS CABINET. 

A SPOKESMAN, STEVE HART, SAID THE VIC E PRESIDENT, WHO HAS A LOCK ON 
THE 1988 REPUBLIC AN PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION, ''DOES NOT CONSULT 
ASTROLOGERS OR HOROSCOPES OR ANYTHING OF THE KIND. HE DOESN'T EVEN KNOW 
~HERE THE HOROSCOPE I S IN THE NEWSPAPER.'' 

SPEAKING TO REPORTERS ON AIR FORCE II , BUSH SAID HE HAD NOT CHECKED 
HIS HOROSCOPE BEFORE BEGINNI NG HIS THREE-DAY CAMPAIGN SWING THROUGH THE 

EST. 
''HOWEVER, IF YOU 'RE INTERESTED, WE'RE BOTH GEMINIS,'' BUSH SA ID , 

REFERRING TO HIMSELF AND HIS WIFE, BARBARA, BOTH BORN IN JUNE. 
BUSH'S JOCULAR RETORT MATCHED THE LIGHTHEARTED MANNER IN WHICH OTHER 

ADHI ISTRATION OFFICI ALS HAVE RESPONDED TO DISCLOSURES EARLIER TH IS 
EEK OF FIRST LADY NANCY REAGAN 'S INTEREST IN ASTROLOGY. 

THE DISCLOSURES ARE CONTAINED IN AN UPCOMING BOOK BY FORMER WH ITE 
HOUSE CHIEF OF STAFF DONALD T. REGAN. 

BUSH, HO IN THE PAST HAS VO ICED DISDAIN FOR ''KISS-AND-TELL'' BOOKS 
BY FORMER ADMINISTRATION OFFICI ALS, SAID IT WAS HARD TO RESPOND TO 
REGA 'S SPECIFIC ALLEGATIONS SINCE THE BOOK HASN'T BEEN PUBLISHED YET. 

''I DO 'T THINK ANYONE KNOWS WHAT THE CHARGE, THE ALLEGATION IS,'' 
HE SAID. 

0 ED ESDAY , WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMAN MARLIN FITZWATER CONFIRMED THAT 
MRS. REAGAN HAD CONSULTED AN ASTRO LOGER ON THE PRESIDENT'S PLANS FOR 
TRAVEL AD SCHEDULI NG. HOWEV ER , PRESIDENT REAGAN DENIED THAT ANY OF HIS 
DECISIONS AS PRESIDENT HAD BEEN INFLUENCED BY ASTROLOGY. 

ASKED ABOUT THE DISCLOSURES ON ASTROLOGY AND PRESIDENTIAL 
SCHEDULI G, BUSH SAID: ' I DON'T KNOW ABOUT THAT. BUT I'LL TELL YOU ONE 
THING: THERE ARE TWO EDGES TO THIS SWORD.'' 

''THERE ARE A HELLUVA LOT OF PEOPLE ACROSS THIS COUNTRY THAT READ 
THESE COLUMNS. OTHERWISE, THEY WOULDN' T BE IN THE PAPERS.'' 

ASKED ABOUT JOYCE JILLSON, A LOS ANGELES ASTROLOGER WHO CONTENDS SHE 
ADVISED REAGAN CAMPAIGN AIDES TO SELECT BUSH AS A RU NNING MATE IN 1980 
BUSH SAID HE HAD NEVER HEARD OF HER. ' 

BUT, HE JOKED: ''I LL LIKELY WORK CLOSELY WITH HER SHE ' S 
BRILLIANT.'' • 
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race_ Adams, ZZ, political sci­
ence sfudenf, Sfafen Island: It 

• sou~ds so for-fetched . It should be 
checked ovt. Obviously something is 

--~oi".9 wrong in the White House. 

Carl DiSamo, 35, computer pro­
gramer, Brooklyn: Done in conjunc­
ti<in wnl, other information, I don't 
mind it. It shouldn't be a major factor 
in decision-moking. 

Etta Weiner, 70, retired, Brook­
lyn: If he can't make a decision on his 
own, he shouldn't be in the White 
House. He shouldn' t consuh the moon 
and stars to decide for the country. 

Bill Yarbro, 30, real estate 
a11:ent, Manhattan: I hate to think 
the country is run by the formation 
of stars. We might as well haw, an 
astrologist in the White House. 

S111anne Boule, 47, accountant, 
Queens: I th ink it' s temble. This 
confirms my feelings that Reagon is 
unlit to be President. I don't like it at 
oil. 

7 

Bemard Neesoa, 48, Coa Ed -
chanic, Bronr. I don't see any­
thing wrong with it. They might as 
well because nothing else hes 
wonted. I don't think it can hurt. 

REAGAN'S COSMIC WORRY: 

' J 

• By KAREN PHILLIPS 

President Rea g a n followed the uproa r 
over the use of astrology at the White House 
by_saying yesterday that he often wondered 
what would happen if the Earth were in-

vaded by "a power 
from outer space." 

R eagan m ade the com­
ment during a question­
and-answer session in 
Chicago after he was 
asked what he felt was the 
most important need in in­
ternational r elations: 

ir~ l!.~~IDENT REAGAN 
~~-~ginary threat. 

He mentioned the impor ­
tance of frankness a nd his 
desire for peaceful solu­
tions, adding there have 
been "about 114 wars" 
,since World World II. 

SPACE INVADERS 
"But I've often wondered, particular threat?" the hire that astrologer for a ~ ancy Reagan follows as-v' 

w hat if all of us in the President said. cabinet position. trology and consults it for 
wo-Jd discover ed that we Meanwhile; administra- On Tuesday, Los Angeles some o! the President's a~ 
were threatened by an tion officials and even the astrologer J oyce J illson tivities. But the President 
outer - a power from Russia ns joked yesterday contended she told R eagan said no policy or dedsion 
outer space, from another a bout revela tions that the to select Bush as his run- he has made has been in-
plan et;· Reagan said. Reagans avidly follow rung mate in 1980. fluenced by the stars. 

--w ouldn't we all of a sud - their horoscopes . Aiter saying he had 
den find that we didn't Gemini George Bush - never heard o! Jillson, 
have any differences be- who s upposedly was tapped Bush joked yesterday: 
tween us a l all, we were a ll for the vice presidency ''I'll likely work closely 
huma n be ings, citizens of after an astrologer decided with her. She's brilliant." 
the world, and wouldn't we he was the best man for the The White House con­
come together lo fight that job - suggested he should firmed Tuesday that 

Meanwhile. the Soviets 
had digni!ied laugh at 
the Re gans' expense. 

Tass. ·the official news 
agency. crowed over the 
President's cosmic crisis. 
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'lite revelatioh that Pres
1

,idint:.~n9 ;M~;s .k'~agan ·dabb(~:i/ri'YJfihj't~ . 
owr

1
must be l<ept in persp~~~.l.~~ .. ~.·~h~Yia-~o(\··c:p:urs.e .. Vi19~.j,f'.1¢(f.ir~f.· .. 1·;:. 

wor ,d leade_rs 1. to ~?~suit the t~t~:r:,s'?,\~.·. ack,ehti~:,:_ kJo .. i,It hp/~~fi1(\,, 
21 years pnme m,n,ster o~ ... c:an.a~a~~ ne.~er,.. rr:i~9ei·*, ·mqv:e;·;•o/,it~dutr: : 
consulting .an astrologer, ~l'.'\d \.~i.?gra.~h~/} . o( Krr\$'.~ &(J~.ti1~t~{pt~fP,i;: • . 
porary, Winston Chur~hd/,J~y,,~~··.a~s.~· read th,f ~orp.~

1
~9.,p~?, )h' 

more recen t times lnd,1ra·· Gandh,1 • d,d . ·~o. The.re '. ,s 1rta :,h1d1<:;~t19.n ... :. 
that an~ of th~se le~ders made c? lamito~s d_e~i~i2 .. ~sj5.J;t~~~,l.t} >.( 
bellefs rn a ha~mles:s form of cultism which r.e~ts\ !J(;>OO\[V~H~er~.ra'- r 

tional nor moral ba'~is. . • 1
1• ·:· • < i:i.):/.'.,::i .. ,· 'i ;:·.: .. • •. , , 

kegardless ~f ho'1 much ·the Reagans may".look to .·the h~a\/~~s, • 
the:r_e will always: 6$: eno~gh advisers with f~e~ planted ~i'rmly:\ ?f\ . 
earth to prevent .undue inflyence of any sinister manipul9t~:>rSt; 
su~.b as the cultist monk Rasputin, who brot..ig~t an empire tcf rOin .1 
by exploiting t~e fe~rs and anxieties of the Russian czarin~i . 

What the current brouhaha does indicate, however, is Ronald 
Rea·gan's fundamental mindset, which is an unco'mmon st'ubbor~ 
ness. - or, if yqu pr~fer, commlt111ent to principle. It is this quality 
which leads hirv to rely on hunch; irlsti9ct and preconcreived no0 

tion even whep: all I rational analysis contends for an :, opposite 
course . His 09~ession vyith supply side eco'pomi',csi' ~he · Nicara­
guan contras ana th~~ "Star W ars" defense shield are e~~mples of 
these tendencie~ to ql ing to myths no matter what ,objec.tive anal -
ysis may, indicat~. \ !. • • 

The peQple seem· o grasp this central fact about the .president, . 
and ~vqn seem 

1
,tq• ad(hire • the qualities in such common expre.s- • 

sion '.i, "I. may n~f . alwl ys .a.gree with Reagan, but I admire him· for 
th courage of ~is cd1

/wictions." . · 
tl~arly Reaga~ op~rat~s, ii'\ a. universe wh~re there are certain • 

fixe'o stars. The questl'on·'. j~, are these stars fi.xed by astrology, or 
astronomy? 1 • 

► lt'i ' ---- ., .. 
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Qi,mping Jupitei!f'} 
Reagan •and the Space~ln¥ader. Hypothe~i~ 

• I • ' ' .', \ • . I• 

By Henry AJI~n . -.: 
Wash'.ngton Post S~ V(rite,r,· 

Apparently without coJsulting, : 
a qualified astrologer, President 
Reagan ·on Wednesday · followed: 
his Chicago speech on'the·Soviet 
Union by specµlating on the ef.:. 
fects of an invasion from outer 
space. 

"I've often wonder~d';what if 
all of us in the world 'discovered 
that we were threatened by an , 
outer.a.....a power from'.. outer : 
~pace, from another· pla.:net?t' 
Reagan said dur.ing a question;:. • • 
and-answer session. "Wouldn't/ 
we all of a sudden find that we 
didn't have any differen.ces be­
tween us at all, we were all hu­
man beings, citizens of the 
world; and wouldn-'t we come to­
gether to fight that , particular • • 
threat?'' 

Coming on the heels of revela- , 
tions about White House interest 
in horoscopes, the remarks wer 
~ound to provoke anxiety, rumor 
•nd j ckeying for po ition- ·- v n 
·'1()re µtan when h m similar 

SPACE, B2, Col. I I . 
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;space 
Invaders . . 

to the president's description of 104t, 
er•s~ac~ beings as a ') hrea t.'~ l · 
• "1',hey are not hostile," An4 ~us 

said.' "They simply come and go.·But 
they will defend themselves if at• 

: tacked." 11 

Meanwhile the usual fevered .and 
vicious Wasnin~to_nian imaginations 

SPACE; From Bl were at work, concocting rumor.and 
~tatements · to Mikhail Gorbachev in innuendo that were utterly without 
(Seneva in 1985. ' • basis In fact. • • 
. : Over · at , the Fe,deta1 Emel'gern;y It was said-t~_at Michael Oukakis 
,1\-t:anagement Agency, public infor• ·:; had called for ah end (o hostilities 
'. matio9 ; dire~tor Peg Maloy w~~ with.:· 'the sp~ce, c reatures, pending 
aske9 · if the go'veJnment has any. :'. nego_~iatio11s based. on the provisions 

. plans/ o ~eal with an invasion fi:_o~ . o~ t~.e· CQ_n~11dora process. fo was said 
,()Ut~~:;space. . •, , •. •. • . : : i. :. t,ljat .J~sse:~J1f~$.O.n had_ialre~dy~_ had 
': "C~nl be-fra~_k?'I :d<;>n'.t know. :If ,· .. ~Ir pictl!re 1.t~~t n WJfh ti~s IH'f!l 
• there were; any attack on the United !· ~~~ynd . an ~He,r••. It ,w1s s~1d th_at 
Stat~s we would be irr pretty . ~~d . ::, Ge<>~~e Busht'!sponded}hatany.91s­
,shape as f~r as civil defense is co11•· /. c~s,s1?.n of. a:r~ri-gu,ns,-tor-hQstages 
,Cerne,d/' she sa~~l' a.dding· with, true <. Pe,\l w~s p~l~1l~~7d, ~etwe~n me 

• : Wasningtonian i P,~u.d~~c~ that, s~e f..,.arid . tht ~re.~,11ent.. It wa~ said tp~t 
4ijre'Jd with t~~-presla¢'nt: /'l• q◊ ., {2f,~~ri; ~ry~te • 1?Hs_e 1spokes,'1{~n 
'think: the world would· c'ome tog¢th'• ,' ~arr,:·~peakc;:$ hall,wt1tttJ1. th~ sj)~ce . 
· er;" • ·. ' . •. " : . . ll)Yas1on stilt~roent It -~~s ,s.iud. that, 
• . ' • 1: . • :•· • .. , •• i •. ·i at :N~tional Air'phrt, rumors i;,f crea-
, At Dukak1s campa1~1n:.~e<;1dqi. ua,I:,; /; ty.fe_· ~·)r,rivl~g:•frf flyfrl'g ·1· aUc~rs were 
ters In ~osto~, CJ,U,estmn~ we~~ , I reet' d· with< '!'It bea s going ' on ' 
greeted with "H,l bette" switch-.you . :: • g_ :,· ~. / . , • .... • . · ' .,. · .. .t , . ·, , :· · · East~rn. ~ ,, • •. · _ . · 

·to the issues people; Letssee, •WOQ • ._ 'r't ': ·.:· •r1_:- t·h.1t ~ t , d · h · · .•. · :,: . • • .,: , .. ·1 • •• ·" ,wa& .sa1:r a . 19rmer. secre ary 
ow~ ave m fore1~n ·Ilp_llcy? v.r. no;, •. • ot"Sft.s A1''1I'm in c~arg·e Here" 

:let'stryspc1ce." : •. .• ·, ·. ·.: ·~ a.":' .·· . i' .. · . 
At theJ_c1ckson: for :P.resldent;i._:~_a,'d,~;;:-l:' HHa!.~;,_hc1wb:·-P.~v_·tt.lh,...,C./ .U

11
~t-d tp }~.: · 1~ite. 

. . •' • • , , ,. • • • • •' !.: . • , ·, QU&e a Qu 'i .e Q er-ppa!-v h~vaur 
; quart,ers 1n> Sh1c~gi, :spok'r~man E~l~-,';f er~:: ~½~~u~:e /'he. ca~: talf• to(t~e!~ nn: 

• •! Eas_ter ~dtn1tteq, We •. ,'d.
1 

o~ t ha .•• ~ei'. a.,_: •. ·.:'·i···.,.t·.~_""
1
·r·· ..•. 9.wn·.··.· :),~ii~. uage." Iti· as's •. a. 1clt.that , : pos1tjon paper 0_11 tha,~. ~~)Lg~t oµ r r:/ft'.n\~~~r~e,x G_ener~l E~ Me~se :~w~~s 

: peop(e on. that n~ht ,;iway •. , . /'f trying; ,to·: d~termme if out~r-space • 
,, , A Bu~h camp~1gn spoke~ma~: .~a1di;-df:.:~e,illgs' had, anything t , s'e\l" to t}le 
' "The! VJce ; preside!}~ ;ll~s : ry()~ :. ma~e; ;{i •gi?,VE:rnnient'} a!}'d if so, id a~y Jtini~ · 
; any ~tatem~nts oix, f1'vas1on ,ri:_ol1nl.·;}H~~1~;, ~aye nianufac;turin~ c~n-
' oute~ space. , . • • .. • .. ,:i· trac(s '!V1th them? It vJ~s s.c~1d 1tliat 
:. El~ewhere in the co_u11try, veter• ; :J'. Pentagon strategists w ·re frantical, 
, ans of outer-space politics. had: ~ote , :: • ly.; searchi11g 

I 

thro'ugh,-b c~ :GOPies . of 
. to say. , . . • : < • . . tlie National Enquire , for,< intel)i-

"I heard .it on televisionl and:l'said, '. gence. ; ·:: 
-to myself, 'Uh-oh, did he .bpen:a can • • ·There were suggest ons{ saicf to 
of worms?' ·,, said Sherma9 Larsen of • emanat~ from the·· of ice of Rep. 
Glenview, 111., a director of th,~; C!!n~ . '' Robert K; DornaQ (R~c liO{that-the 
ter for UFO Studies. "If he said it,· :'. ·outer-space· invasio_n. t .eofr might 

• it's on his mind. Why is it Qn his put the Stra,tegic D,efe _se • Jnitia\tve 
mind? Is it altruistic, or . is t~ere b~ck on trac~. ·one ldeaFTU.rn those 
something more to it? There are sto- . ·: spa~~_ lasers -around~ ail~ 'em in ,the· 
ries that . Truman was out in the otl1~~· direction' and ,ta)<f· our Saturn, 
West and ~ctually saw"aliens. They. ,: P~uto an<!. th~ Anarome].a galaxy be-
haµled him off a golf course, topk '., . fore· thefta~e' .tis ·out." _', • •. •. ' 
him away ·real quick. like-no, that •The oity,walte'd in van for.a state-
was Eisenhower: These are what ment from the State , epartment's 
you call semivalid stories. There's protocol office, regarding whether 
no document~tion_, ~~l~ because you aljen.s . . _Id . M_ay at plair House. 
can't get at it." Woul • , ea a meet with, 

At the Mutual Unidentified· Flying . say, t~e 1rst a y o t Crab Nebu­
Object Network'headquarters. in Se,,, ' .1a? Would she be nicer than. Raisa 
guin, Tex:, International Director Gorbachev? What sign · is she, any• 
Wa_Lter Andr how? 
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The American Way? 
By Richard Morin . writ large, those survey re-
Washington Poot Staff Writer suits suggest Reagan may 

I
,, __ ---------- suffer little lasting damage 

I ~ • President Reagan's 'top from the stardirt revealed by 
aides. were frantically en-. Donald Regan in his quit-

= - gaged-"in. damage control this and-tell book. . 
, ;~: -:~We~~-t~..,r'-the ·Fevel~tion A°'-sutvey of 1;989 adult . 
• ; . , ;that"Nan!l Rea~ consulted Americans by the RoperOr-

/ · __ ::. astrologers lo.-p set his ganil.ation in 1985 disclosed 
scheduJe. . v-: - , that nearly a quarter-23 

rhey_ may not-have needed . , percent-said they believed 
to Qothe_r .. ;A su_cc~ssien of in astt:oldgy. Another 30 per­
public.opinion polls conducted cent hedged their bets and 
during the past 10 years said· the.y "weren't sure," 
shows that many Americans while o~y slightly fewer than 
share the First Family's -in- half rejected it. without quali­
terest in -astrology. And if a fication. 

, ,key ,to -Reagan's popularity is .. A survey conducted for the 
that he is the average man See ASTROLOGY, B2, Col 3 
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" I was never good at earthquako s," says Joan Quigley, who prodlctod a May 5 tremor. " What I do best Is politics. " 

Cover 

THE PRESIDENT'S 
ASTROLOGERS 

The Reagans have been sneaking peeks at the stars for a long, long time 

The year w as 1980, th e mood in 
the nation res t less. Americ an 
hostages languished in Iran ; 

American athletes wnre si tt ing out the 
Olympics . In the Whit•~ House , a d ither­
Ing peanut farmer Prosldent looked to 
be wreaking havoc on the economy. At 
least, that 's how It ap peared to one 
conserva1111 e socie ty lioness out 
West- whose husband had spen t 
some time In po li t ics l)Ut was now be-

een \obs . She tel \ she ha d a be tter 
men for the off ice. 

Just to be certain. l1owe11er, she 
Called up a friend, a welltiorn San Fra n­
cisco Republican, from whom she had 
lle£:n taking counsel for several 
Years The woman, one Joan Quigley 
Qulc~ly did an as 1rolo,11cal cha rt ~m-

l 
rnycaner . Then she 1101 bac k 10 Na ncy 
~ea an with good news abou t he,--­
hu~ ana ·s pres1den1Lil bid : "I was ce r­
tain Ronald R&agan wouldn ' t have any 

trouble with him," says Quigley, who 
volunteered her services to the cam­
pa ign and later provided them , on a reg­
ular bas is, to the Reagan White House. 

Throughou t this association , the Vas­
sar-educa ted astrologer with country 
c lub manners was-as bef its a lady­
terribly discreet. By the end of the 
first term, her fellow astrologers had be­
gun to notice the Impeccable celestial 
tim ing of many Reagan moves, like the 
bombing of Libya and his announce­
men t tor a second term . "I had as tro lo­
ge r fr iends call ing me say ing , 'Reagan 
mus t have had his char t done ,' " Qu ig ley 
rece nt ly confided during an Interview In 
a sui te at San Francisco's Fai rm ont Ho­
tel. " I just said , 'Yes. He must have been 
c on sul ting someone .' " 

Las t week th e solgn ee soo th sayer's 
cove r wa s blown by form er White 
Hou se aide Donald Regan. In his Jus t­
publi shed book, For th e Record, Re-

gan spilled what he insisted was " the 
most cl osely guarded domest ic secret 
of th e Reagan Wh ite House." To wit: 
" Virtually every major move and dec i­
sion the Reagans made dur ing my 
time as Wh ite House Chief of Staff 
was clea red in advance with a woman 
In San Franc isco who drew up horo­
scopes to make certain that the plan­
ets were In a favorable alignment for 
the enterprise." Within hours, an avid 
press had zeroed In on Quigley as the 
mystery adviser. 

If astrology was the Reagans' li ttle 
secre t, however , it was not very well 
kep t. " I have known since be tore Rea­
gan was elec ted that they went to as• 
trologers," says former Washing ton 
Pos t style reporter Sally Quinn. " and 
tha t 's why I'm surprised at all o l the 
surpr ise and shock ." In tact the Rea­
gans' In terest In astrology goes b c 
to the early 'SOs-and mounts to I r 



Cover 

more th an th e :;ca nning o f newspap er 
ho roscopes th n t th e Pre si den t once jo­
vially confe sse d to a reporter. Quig-
ley was only th -3 mo st re ce nt of severa l 
starga ze rs to ent er the Reagans' do­
mestic orbit and exer t the pull of th e 
heavens on de cisions great and small. 

When Ronald Fteagan and Nancy Davis 
were first making their way In Holly­
wood, It was quite In fashion to see an 
astrologer . And no astrologer was more 
fashionable than Carroll Righter, the 
self-styled " gr,3garious Aquarius" who 
counted Marlene Dietrich, Cary Gra nt 
and Pr incess ( irace among his clie nts. 
Storefront gypsy he was not. A Phila­
delph ia lawyer , Righter had moved to 
Hollywood in 1!337 on the ad­
v ice of a horoscope, and 
soon became a true beli ev­
er. He was in tr ,)duced to 
star socie ty a t the home of 
Charlie Chapli1. By the time 
of his self-preclicted death 
th is year on April 30 (he had 
told an associ.1te , " I will not 
make it out of this Taurean 
per iod "), at thii age of 88, 
Righter was one of the 
deans of American astrolo­
gy , his column3 syndica ted 
in 166 newspapers . 

A dapper, li felong bache­
lor, Righ ter was, in a way, 
the society " walker " of his 
day, con f idan te o f the rich 
and famous , who saw him 
less as a back,joor sooth­
sayer than as :,ocial equal. 
He attended Tyrone Pow­
er's wedding in Rome. He 
lunched at th e Brown Der­
by. His "zodiac par ties" In 
th e '50s were 1·he highl ights 
o f every season . 

When It was time for his Gemini party, llke 
this one In 1954, Righter llnod up sets of 
twins, says longtime friend Arlene Dahl. 

however , she ranked high enough on 
Righ ter's roster lo merit a men ti on in 
hi s celebr ity column for 1-loroscope 
magazine . " W.lth her progressed moon 
passing through her 10th house . .. 
Nancy Davis' movie career moves 
s teadily forward ," wro te Righter be-

11tween Items on Judy Garland, Alan 
Lad d and Ingrid Bergman . Ronald Rea ­
gan, whom Nancy married in 1952, was 
also getting career advice from Right­
er In th is period . According to his auto­
biog raphy, Ron read his Righ ter horo­
scope while trying to dec ide whether 
he should launch a Vegas act. (For bet­
ter or worse, he did not.) 

By the '60s, Reagan 's interes t had 
turn ed to poli tics, and his stable of ad­
visers had widened to include Jeane 
Dixon . "She wa s always gung ho for 

me to be President." goes 
one story he has told on 
himsel f. But at the time. she 
said , " I don ' t see you as 
President. I see you here at 
an off icial desk in Califor­
nia ." When Reagan d id gain 
the Governor 's mansion , 
however, It was likely the 
time-consc ious Righter , not 
Dixon , who preva iled upon 
him to schedule the inaugu­
ration for the ungodly hour 
of 12:10 a.m.-which 
caused much merriment 
among the astrologically 
hip in California . 

" All the star s were 
there-Rhonda Fleming , 
Marlene Dietr ich . Lana 
Turner , Hedy Lam arr, Betty 
Grable, " says former Right­

Chart maetar Righter carefully guarded hi• cllenta' true ages. 

Eight years later, after 
Governor Reagan had com­
pleted his second term, he 
was considering a run for 
the Presidency . During th is 
period , reports a former as­
sociate of Carroll Righter, 
Nancy was a regular cus­
tomer at the seer's sprawl­
ing Hollywood Hills man­
sion . Making her appoint­
ments under the name 
Nancy Davis, she would ar­
rive in sung lasses with a 
bandanna over her head, in 
a red Datsun dr iven by a liv-

er pal Arlene Dahl. " Fish were swim­
ming around In his pool for the Pisces 
party , and he re nted a live lion for my 
Leo party ." No matter that Leo was 
on ce so doped he fell In to the pool and 
had to be hauled ou t by guests: The 
part ies were zdored and so was 
Righter. 

As an astrolog is t, Righter was a stick­
ler for exac t timing. He once In formed 
Su san Haywa ,-d that the mo st auspi ­
c ious time to r:l gn a movie con trac t was 

2:47 a.m. , so she obediently arranged 
for a 2:45 a.m. wake-up call. Righter 
himself took calls at all hours, keeping 
the charts of most-favored clients In a 
Ille by his bed for late-night consulta ­
tions. "They need me here," he said . 
" Just like th ey need a doctor." 

It 's not c lear when or how Nancy Da­
vis-who arrived In Hollywood In the 
late '40s and signed her first co ntract 
with MGM In 1949- fl rst came under 
th e seer 's ca re. By November 1950, 

eried chau ff eur . " Carroll told Nancy 
that this was simply not the time to try."' 
the associate recalls: "She·Wlls-ve~• .. , ___ .,. 
very angry. When she didn't like what 
she was hearing , she became really 
whiny. She really wanted him to explain 
why It wasn ' t a good time." 

At some point In the early '?Os, talk 
show host Merv Griffin introduced Nan· 
cy to Joon Quigley, who was a frequent 
gues t on his show. The daughter ol , 
prominent hotelier John Quigley, shed 
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been raised in the oenthouse apar t­
ment of the family's Drake-Wilshire Ho­
tel. Joan and hers ster , Ruth, were 
famous San Francisco beauties, driven 
to parties In the fa 1rnly Rolls and regu­
larly mentioned In the society colu mns. 
Neither ever married . and to this day 
they share a luxur 11 address on Nob 
Hill. After studying art his tory at Vas­
sar, Joan develop,~d an in terest In as­
trology and was soon writing on the 
subject for Seven :een magazine. 

She wrot e her first book under th e 
nom de plume A noel Star because, she 
says, "my father disapproved o f it terr i­
bly. He thought It was bunk." But he 
changed his mind . Joan recalls, when 
she read th e chart of one of her fathe r's 
friends and guessed the da te of his first 
marriage (along wi th his penchant for 
philandering). "Wl1en I did my second 
book, under my real na me ," she says, 
"Daddy gave me a piece of jewe lry and 
was re al ly very sweet ." He need hardly 
have worried about her fa lling in with a 
low-l ife crowd . Ouigley is very snobbish 
about her clientele. " People who are 
very successful or very famous always 
have easier char ts to read than th e av­
erage Joe Blow," she says. " They've 
lived up to everyt1ing in their charts. I 
just tak e people c,f great depth whose 
lives are interesting." 

From the first , neagan fit the bill. 
" When I first saw his char t, I said , 'Wow! ' I 
knew he was going to do fantastic 
th ings," says Quigley. Nevertheless, his 
electoral prospects for 1976 looked dim, 
and though "I did a little bit on his '76 
campa ign," she says . "I knew it wouldn't 
work out. " In 1980, however, the charts 
improved. " I felt that Reagan had a very 
good chance of winning , so I did donate 
my expertise to the campaign .... If he 
had been a Demc,crat, I probably 
wouldn't have offered to help." 

Oulgley's help during the campaign, 
however, didn't prevent Reagan from 
catching some h,3at for stargazing . In 
July 1980 he told a repo rter about 
the Jeane Dixon episode and added 
that he read his c/aily horoscope . Im­
mediately, a de leg a lion from the Fed­
erat lon of Amerli:an Scien tis ts-In­
cluding five Nobol la ureates-wrote 
the President to say th ey were " grave­
ly disturbed " by the Item. "In our opin­
ion , no person wl,ose decisions are 
based , even in p.ut , on such evident 
fantasies can be trusted to make the 
many serious-c1nd even ll fe-and­
death-decision s required of Ameri ­
can Presidents,' · they wrote . To wh ich 

DIiier uses charts; Sly doesn't. Stars have been good to Dickinson. 

The stars do-and don't-come out for astrology 

As astrological chart watchers, Ronald 
and Nancy Reagan are in stellar com­
pany . Prince Andrew and Fergie re­
portedly discussed their cha rts with an 
as trologer before their marriage . Prin­
cess Diana has also consulted an as­
trologer, apparently without Charles. 
"A pity," says one royal watcher , who 
seems to believe in the stars ' power to 
guide relationships, " Because I think it 
would be helpful. " 

There is also a galaxy of Hollywood 
cel ebrities who set store by the stars. 
" I do people who are up for Acade­
my Awards," says syndicated horo­
scope columnist Joyce Jillson, who 
was wrongly identified for a time 
as Nancy Reagan's secret " Friend " 
and who claims to have advised the 
1980 Reagan campaign on Its choice of 
vice-presidents. Common in her prac­
tice, she says, are questions such as: 
" Should I spend money for an Acade­
my Award campaign? Do I have the po­
tent ial to win?" 

Angle Dickinson, a devotee of as­
tro logy since 1960, takes a more ev­
eryday approach, always finding time 
to learn th e sig ns of 

Dave!' I would have been more ruffled 
by his energy.' "Jill St. John , on the 
other hand , is content to keep her eye 
on " the broad overview" of p lanetary 
trends mapped out in a yearly chart. 

Phyllis Diller had charts done on her 
children as a guide to better parent ing. 
"You know how teenagers are ,'' she 
says. "I would have gone to a w itch 
doctor if it would have helped." A lana 

.Stewart admits she was skeptical 
about astrology until a chart reader 
advised her to keep then-husband 
George Hamilton off any airline flight 
w ith "7" in Its number or departure 
time. The one time George ignored the 
advice , and took off at 7:30, the plane 
made a crash landing. "That made me 
a believer, " says Alana . 

Few in Tinseltown are eager to 
flaunt their astrological leanings these 
days, however. While the astrologers, 
eager to boost their rat ings, clai m ev­
ery star since Lillian Gish as a client, 
th e celebrities, put off perhaps by Nan­
cy Reagan's star-c rossed office poli ­
tic s, demur. Sh irley Maclalne may 
have lived several lives , but she insis ts 

her co-workers on a Robort Wagner was a Righter pal. 
given project. For JIIISt.Johnlastlllabollover. 

none of them was 
spent consulting 

example, David 
Gerber, her execu­
t ive producer on Po­
lice Woman, Is a 
typically dynamic 
Leo . " If I hadn' t 
known he was a Leo, 
I migh t have said, 
'Jesus, slow down , 

w ith soothsayer Pa­
tr icia Mclaine of Ar­
lington , Va . Despite 
that, th is Mclaine 
claims Shirley as a 
cus tomer, as w ell as 
Goldie Hawn and 
Sharon Gless. Li ke 
Shirley, both of them 
just say no. 
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1 '1 oagnn co ,dln lly ,ncponded. " Le i m, 
I nssuro you thn t while Nancy anrJ I on­
\ lov qt:in c1nq 111 the rIa,Iy a,; troloqy 
I r, hnrl s In our morn,nq p.,pfl r we rJo Ml! 

pl9[l ()U r daily c1ctIvIt11'ls or our tlvri-:; 
around them " 

Bu t It seems that all that changed In 
Morch 198 1. ;-i ft er John H1nr,kley at ­
tempted to assassina te the Pre sident. 
" I could have predic ted it - 1t was wHy 
obvious," says Ou,gley , adding rul'l­
fully, " I was doing o ther things." But 
Nancy, who accord ing to fr iends and 
family was deeply trauma tized by the 
shooting , soon got back in touch . " She 
called ," Quigley remembers. " and ::.aid 
she was very conce rned for the Presi­
dent' s safety and [asked) could I get 

A heavenly approach to poli tics, past and present 
toge ther with her on a profession al ba­
sis. Which we did ." 

Teddy Roosevelt Is sa id to have kep t 
an astrological ch ,H t pas ted to the 
bottom of his che~.sboard for handy 
reference . America 's Decl a rat ion of 
Independence . so the story goes, wa s 
signed only after t he Fo unding Fa­
thers mad e sure the heavens were in 
fort u itous alignm en t. 

In fact, astrology has p laye d a part in 
public life as long c1 s there have been 
politic ians reaching fo r the stars , 
though in the Un ited States It has o ft en 
been the w omen behind power fu l men 
who looked t o horosc o pes-or cards 
or c la irvoyants-fo r guidance . Both 
Florence Harding and Ed ith WIison re g­
ularly consul ted a cer ta in Madame 

Marcia Champ­
ney , wh o c orrec t­
ly pred ic ted that 
Warren Hard ing 
would not live out 
his te rm . But even 
in those days the 
Influence of as­
tro logy on the 
Presidency was 
kept under wraps. 
When Mrs. Har­
ding wanted to 
ask Champ-

ney at>out her nust and's public ap­
pearances-and p,~rhaps reschedule 
them accordingly--M adame Marci a 
wa~ al ways sneak f d In to the White 
Hou~ through a buck door. 

With th& adven t o f poli t ica l po ll-tak­
ing and othe,r mlrac les o f techno logy , 
astrology'5 ro le In poli t ics migh t 

dy says she use d to consult with First 
Lady Betty Ford who " mostly asked 
about her husband ." San Francisco 

M ary Linc oln hold 
aeanco a at home. 

reader Terrie 
Brill , 46, says that 
in 1984 one of 
Walter Mondale's 
campaign aides 
asked her for help 
in choosing a run­
ning mate . The 
skeptical candi­
date apparently 
ignored her ad­
vice . "Ferraro 
had a real nega-
tive transcript re­

gard ing money," Br ill recall s. " I told 
him if he chose her , it would c reate 
negative momentum." 

Wr iter Sally Qu inn , who once Investi ­
gated the cap ita l's astrology hab its for 
the Washington Post, says , " I was 
amazed at the k inds of people who ac ­
tually made pol it ical decisions based 

Since then , the First Lady has been 
a regular . paying cl ient , though Quigley 
will not say how o ften they consult. 
She stresses that she has met the 
President only once , in the receiving 
line of a 1985 Sta te dinner for the Pres­
ident of Alger ia . "I know his horoscope 
upside down ," she has said . " But I 
don 't know him ." (Ronald Reagan 's 
precise birth moment , which is essen­
tial for accura le charting , is a carefu lly 
guarded secret, know n only to a few .) 

In fact , Donald Regan claims that by 
1985 Quigley 's reading of the Presi­
dent's charts had a hammerlock on the 
business of the White House. Taking 
cue s from her " Friend ," Nancy 
changed the time and date of sched­
uled events , canceled tr ips and severe-
ly restrl c ted ac tiv lties ou tside the White 
House . Regan was for ced to keep a col­
or -c oded calendar on his desk to track 
th e Pre sident's " good". " bad" and 
" i ffy " days, and on at least one occa­
sion Nancy gave Regan a list in wh ich 
large chunks of t ime wer e marked " stay 
home ," or " be care ful" or " no public 
exposure ." For the '985 Geneva sum­
mit, Regan cla ims, It was le ft to the San 
Franc isco seer to choose the most aus-
picious moment for our lame-duck 
Aquarlan and the Russians' newly ere-
va ted Pisces to meet. 

Quigley vehemently denies ever 
playing such a key policy role. "The 
summits were arranged by the St te 
Department and Reagan and Shultz.: I 
had absolutely nothing to do with ,, . 
she says. " I think people are overem· 
phasI2lng my role ." 

have been e,pec ted to wane . It hasn' t. 
Chicago-based astrologist Lau rie Bra-

on astrological charts." But though 
many of the power elite consult astro­
log ists , she says, " nobody admits It." 
Until her death in 1982, Svetlana Go­
dllla was among D.C.'s most popular 
seers- and one of her most winning 
qualltles was a certalr1 realism about 
pol itical success. "Svetlana said that 
most people, when th ey are trying to 
predic t who 's going to be President, 
look for good aspec ts," recalls local 
astro loge r Carolin e Casey , 35 , the Ivy• 
educa ted daughter of a four- term con• 
gressman. "She looked for someone 
who's going to have an awful next four 
years." 

Sttll , she's alwaya considered seer• 
cy the beat policy In her de hngs with 
N ncy nd o ther clienta. ·•1 s 1d to~ 

, , 2 



Astrology Believers 
ASTROLOGY, From Bl 

National Science Foundation in 1979 
reported that 21 percent of those 
queried said they. like the Reagans, 
read horoscopes or a personal astrol­
ogy report "quite often" or daily­
and one out of eight said they read 
their astrological forecast every day. 
Overall, more than half of those sur­
veyed said they read such columns 
at least occasionally. 

When those same questions were 
asked in 1985 by the National Sci­
ence Foundation, they found that 
frequent readers of horoscopes had 
declined to about 15 percent. But re­
searchers also reported that the per­
centage of people who said they had 
ever decided not to do something 
because of their horoscope forecast 
had increased from 5 percent to 8 
percent, a "statistically significant" 
gain, according to the NSF. 

That NSF poll also disclosed that 
• 39 percent of the American public 
considered astrology to be "very sci­
entific" or "sort of scientific." Those 
results, oi course, were sort of dis-

maying to the scientific establish­
ment when they were released. "If 
the public is not clear about what is 
and is not a science," the NSF huffed 
in its 1987 Science and Engineering 
Indicators report, "then it also may 
not be clear on what views are re­
garded as scientific. This may help 
to explain the lack of acceptance of 
scientific thinking," as disclosed else­
where in the survey. 

After the first details about Rea­
gan's interest in the zodiac leaked 
out, more accounts of baffling First 
Fami ly behavior quickly followed. 
The bill of peculiar particulars in­
cluded the president's belief in lucky 
numbers. 

Reagan has cheerfully acknowl­
edged that he considers 33 to be his 
lucky number. White House spokes­
man Marlin Fitzwater opened a 
press conference last week by telling 
reporters he would "take your first 
question at exactly 12:33 and a half," 
a joke that Washington Post White 
House correspondent Lou Cannon 
reported was part of a strategy to 

make light of the astrology allega­
tions without directly denying them. 

(Parenthetically, there's a deli­
cious coincidence related to Rea­
gan's lucky number, the kind of 
pseudo-fact used to wow the gull ible 
by New Age psychics, channelers 
and those society sorcerers who 
chart the stars for the stars. The 
sum of the digits of Reagan's lucky 
number is 6, which the ancien t 
Greeks believed to be a truly magic 
number. Why 6? Because the sum of 
its factors, 1 + 2 + 3, is 6, and the 
product of its factors, 1 x 2 x 3, is al­
so 6. So the president has the right 
idea, just the wrong millennium.) 

In fact, polls show that many 
Americans say they have lucky num­
bers or charms. The 1985 NationaJ 
Science Foundation survey reported 
that 43 percent of the American 
public believe that usome numbers 
are especially lucky for some peo­
ple." And a nationwide Audits and 
Survey poll in 1983 found that one 
out of eight adults said yes when 
asked if they had usome object that 
you consider your lucky charm." 

The Reagans' links to things para­
normal raise the question of what 
other superstitions, if any, they 
share with their fellow Americans. 

for example, if the Reagans believe 
in ghosts_ One out of nine Amenans 
do, according to a 1978 Gallup ~­
vey. And what about wit~ Again. 
11 percent of 1,553 Americans 
claimed to believe in them when 
questioned by Gallup. 

Better yet, what about flying sau­
cers? Surveys in recent years show 
that more than half of Americans 
queried believe that UFOs are real 
Those surveys consistently report 
that about one out of 10 per.;oos 
says they have personally seen 
UFOs.. The National Science F~ 
dation poll found that 43 percent of 
those interviewed believed that at 
least some of the reported UFOs 
Mare really space vehicles from other 
civilizations_" 

Frankly, it might be wise political 
strategy for Reagan to come out of 
the closet on UFOs. and peddle the 
notion of an impending War of the 
Worlds . In fact, Wednesday be 
opened the door when he mused 
about interstellar saber rattling: 
"I've often wondered , what if all of 
us in the world discovered that we 
were threatened by an outer-a 
power from outer space, from aootb­
er planet: After all, what bett~ jus­
tification could there be for bis Star 
Wa..rs ~!2.'!? 
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cy, 'I hope this doEisn ' t get out,'" Quig­
ley says. " I wantecl secrecy more than 
Nancy." Now that 1t is out, Quigley 
claims she has sworn off presidential cli­
ents. "After the erd of this year ... I will 
never do anything connected with any 
U.S . President .. . again, " she declared . 
Yet Quigley admits that she and Nancy 
have spoken since their relationship be­
came public know edge last week. 

For her part, thE· First Lady says she 
has never stoppecl her perfectly harm­
less pastime of se-eking guidance in 
the stars and has no plans to . So per­
haps she directed her husband's atten­
tion to his horoscope in old friend Car­
roll Righter's Los Angeles Times 
column the day news of Reagan's se­
cret scheduling adviser broke over the 
heads of his stunned minions in the ex­
ecutive branch. The horoscope for 
Aquarius that day ·ead: "Several good 
friends may have the feeling you've 
been ignoring them ." 

- By Joyce Wad/er, 
with Angela B/,~ssing in Los Angeles, 

Dirk Ma thison in San Francisco, 
and Margie Bonnett Sellinger in 

Washington 

" I predict tho c li­
m ate of events," 
says Quigley. But 
she nover antici­
pated her own 
ovomight fame. 

"There will be 
more Reagan rev­
elations In Au­
gust," predicts 
D.C. astrologer 
Caroline Casey. 
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Unibrella holdouts 
By Jeff Gibson 

Standard Editorial Writer 
The U.S. military wrestled with 

a problem of national importance 
for 20 years : should men in uni­
form be allowed to use umbrellas? 

The Air Force was the first serv­
ice to decide that uniformed male 
personnel could use umbrellas -
not to hit the . enemy with, mind 
y~u, but to stay dry in the rain. 

The Navy· approved umbrellas 
for . its men last November. After 
long study, the Navy dedded that 
in intense rainstorms, an umbrella 
just might make sense. 

The practice was prohibited for 
years in all services because it was 
felt that a uniformed man carrying 
an umbrella· loo~ed effete. The 
brass thought it was better to have 
them look like drowned rats. • 
- ·The Marines still need a few 
good men, waterproof if not bullet­
proof: And the Army wants you to 
be all you can be, be you dry or be 
you wet. 

• Aliens 
President Reagan was speaking 

the other day· about the difficulty 
of uniting people, and govern­

. ments, behind common goals. . • 
But; he said, the world would 

unite quickly enough if it were 
ever invaded by aliens from outer 
space. 

Ev~rybody had a good chuckle. 
• • Meanwhile, NASA is about to 
start a $9 million search for radio 
signals transmitted by aliens from 
outer space. ..,_ _ _.. . 

The project will scan the heav­
.-_°'ns .. (or, electromagneticr .. evidence .. • 
that intelligent life exists ' else­
where in the universe. 

U we ever make contact, and the 
aliens want to pay us a visit, let's 
find out their motives first. . 

Would they bring us higher • 
learning and understanding, or 
would they bring us trading beads 
and fire-water? Would they try to 
,.,"11•·0 .-f , ,,.. t r I h n i.- r c:> li rrinl'"\ ? 

right at home in a blacksmith's 
shop. They · wear. a few more 
clothes while standing at the forge, 
though. 

And here's another little-known 
fact : the Japanese are importing a 
lot of branding irons to the Ameri­
can West. 

You can tell when a critter's 
been branded by a Japanese iron. 
Try to visualize the Rocking W 
Ranch brand in Japanese. • 

Those Japanese are clever. It's 
_hard to make a branding iron. that 
says, "Locking W. " 

Safety valve 0 

The governor's council on what 
to do about pris<;m crowding met 
recently in Butte. _Montana's prison 
fills tip as fast as the Legislature 
can enlarge it. : . 
•. . There's no escaping the fact that 
prison population is expanding. 
There's no escaping, period. That 
might be part of the problem. For 

• years; •inmates escaped from the 
new prison regularly, almost like it 

• had a revolving door. • 
Security measures in recent . 

years have almost eliminated es­
capes. . The governor's ·council 
might consider getting rid of some 
of that special barbed wire, and 
giving the inmates a sporting 
chance. · 

Nobody's ever escaped from 
Montana's death row, though. It 
must be the incentive system. 
Some of those guys will be getting 
their silver anniversary pins be­
fore long. 

, • Try, try· again 
I • , 

We've read ·that some unsuccess-
ful suicide attempts are actually 
"cries for help;" rather than seri­
ous efforts at self-destruction. 

We knew a guy in Billings ... or 
was it somewhere in North Dako­
ta? 

Anyway, the last we heard the 
guy had attempted suicide 27 
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..,-~ay 7-14 as Asi:rn Pacific Reagan's Use Of Astrology ~-

~·~d!n Heritage Week. , 
~He said he didn't w3nt to com- • • • · t c• • • • , 

•ment on the spate of books by These are among the reported ways President Reaglii . has·, used 
former White House aides, but he astrology (none has been confirmed publicly by the .Wh~ii. House):· 
:added, "No policy or decision in Arma Tre~ty ' • / ~i · . , • 
-my mind has ever been influenced Sources said Nancy Reagan, after consulting an astrol~r:. lrisis(ed 
by astrology." h h · · · 

Joyce Jillson, a Los Angeles as- t at t e signing of the U.S,-Soviet treaty eUmln~ting iwirme9iat&-
trologer whose daily horoscope is range nuclear misslles be at 1:30 p.m. on Dec. a. ~r . 
distributed to more than 100 Reelection Bid ~ . ~ . 
newspapers, said she spent " a lot A former White House. official said the Reagans consult~ astrologt-
of time at the White House" after cal signs before deciding when to announce ~ :rw_·_· .·-, 1~: • . !188_. k_ 
the assassination attempt on the reelection, --r- . . . I 
president. • • ,; • : 

She also claimed she made Selection Of Bush 'i 
charts that determined that Los Angeles astrologer Joyce JIiison claims she made'Charts that 
George Bush was the best choice determined for Reagan that George Bush was the ~holce-for 

• for vice president in 1980. vice presid~nt In 1980. But t_he White House sald. t!le t,· ,. .garis -dp_ 
But White House deputy press not know Jillson. •• ·'· :; • . • -· • 

secretary B.J. Cooper· said the Inauguration As Governor ;:,~· • .. • . 
Reagans didn't know Jillson. Fitz- Reagan scheduled his inauguration as California gove·r,or. ·111 Jar1u: 
water said: " I wouldn't be sur- ary 1967 to take place at an odd time, 12:10 a.m. N~report·s at 
prised if we start hearing from all the time said the decision was made to take advantage;:, .favorable 
kinds of astrologers because of astrological portents. • • 
this." 

• 

he relied on Reagan's 
aides denied that, said the • 
unusual time was • • • .. 
of constitutional qu 

As far as he knows, FitzWater 
_said, the president's interest in 
astrology is limited to reading his 
horoscope. But he noted that Rea­
gan has mentioned "lucky num­
bers" in speeches and jokingly has 
referred to the ghost of Abraham 
Lincoln residing in the White 
House family quarters. 

The astrology question surfaced 
more than 20 years ago in Califor­
nia, when then-Gov. Reagan chose 
to be sworn in for his first term 
shortly after midnight on Jan. 5, 
1967, in Sacramento. 

Outgoing Gov. Pat Brown said 
Reagan picked the time because 

mg the transfer of power. but Crispen refused to-reveal the 
"I refer to it as the world's pcrson!s identity. 

worst-kept secret that President Crispen said the president's 
Reagan relies on astrology;" said wife "has talked . to this person 
astrologer Sydney Omarr. about his.. (Reagan'.s} safety and 

Omarr, a former reporter with travel, • but l ·don't know of any 
United· Press International and particular irtcident or· example. of 
CBS radio, distributes his -daily scbedule .. cbange made because: of 
horoscope to more than 300 news- this." • 
papers, including The Charlotte Crispen said ' astrolo·gy was 
Observer and The Washington .. only an interest" for Nancy Rca­
Post, through the Los Angeles gan and was ·not a major factor in 
Times Syndicate. ' the Rcap.ns' lives. • 

Elaine Crispen, Nancy Reagan's .· : Whei) a· ~rtcr wed whether 
press secretary, said Tuesday the • the_ 'first family ma~e . ~ODS. 
president's wife has consulted a ~ on as~logy • . she replied. 
friend who had studied astrology, .. Don't you·rcad your bo~QC7" 
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President Denies•-·.-! 
It Sways Poli~y • , . ,j 

By TERENCE HUNT 

WASHINGTON - The White 
Hous_e,, dismayed by reports, tha,t 
President Reagan has made deci~ 
sions based on astrology, acknowl­
'edged Tuesday that Nancy Reagan 

c~ the I 
S

• su_n ,A., t·he 
1gns m~t arid t 

Charlotte-area"' ~ ~::~ ~,J 
astrologers are help Sc'h'cd:::,..:- ] 
happy that ule h:r hus-
Presldent Rea- ~al:~ s ac--

tivities. _ 
gan, an Aquar- But Pres-
lus, and Nancy ident Rea-
Reagan, a Can- gan said he 
cer, consult the has never 
stars. Page 4A based_ ,a;ny 

pohc-y ·-or 
decision on astrological forecasts. 

The president didn't .deny tha_t 
he consulted the writings of astro1~ 
agers, who believe the heavenly 
bodies form Piltterns ~hat can'- r;e­
veal a person:s character or future. 

Asked if astrology playeq a ·part 
in shaping his schedule, Reagaµ 
told reporters with a smile, •~You i 
know I'm s~ill -~~Qk,i_n·g, for-.the feUa~ I 
th~t t;ll f!l<:. ~ye~ .ct~y--~ha_t , I:m· I 
gomgtoq~; MVJg.-1:~-/,;:,.:~.-, .... 1.·._; 

The R~~~~qt:;jnit~~t H:i, .:t.~\(oL- ; 
ogy w.a,s put lO-"lhtf spot~~l}t,ibi'. a ; 
forthconung boo"k by DqJ1al.d 'E.e.-.:- . 
gan, • who was forcect· ~µ};as· ,Wq_it~ 
Hou~e. chi"ef, of.st,a,illja~ !y,~ar~- ::; , • 

Xe .b:ad_l>e~pfrequenrly ~t cxi.9~, .1 wit_h N_ancy Reagan. • · • • -. • .. , •• : · 
Regan reportedly M1rote that the 1 

~ 
presidenrs_ ~ift;S9i;!~~ted0~t_r_()l9-. I 

ger5 . to ·~tertJ1;1~_e::;· ~ 1f hu1pg '·of I 
pr:es1den~1al . speesh~:sy:~d_ • Jn- 1 

, nouncements: .Thomas-Dawson, ·.a: • 
spokesman fp_r. Regan, . r"ef•used- -to . 1 
discuss t}J.¢.-bool.< TQe_SqiiY., saying,. I 
"We dori'-t ·_coi:iunen\'on, wb:a~ is.-oj •\ 
isn't ii) . ~l;i~ bo9k!': 1:1ntjl- it com.es-'. 
out, prqbably early" riext-',\'.eek . . ,: .: I 

Sources had ·revealed • that ' \ 
Nancy Reagan consulted· an astrol­
oger and insisteg_ that_ the· signing· I 
of the U .S.-Soviet treaty elix:niiiat:. . ! 
ing intermediate-range • nuclear ! 
missiles be ~t 1 :30_ p.m . . ori Pee. 8. \ 

But Wh1_te House .spokesman. \ 
Mai:lin Fitz~ater s~·id_ Tµ~s<iay: ·''l • 
~on t kn,ow .ti), any _de:~ajl~d. sensf~·-· : 
1f _tha! 1s tru·e. H~~ r~gufa,r .-_t).·!;~S: 1 
~nefing -\\'.~s dom_!_mit,e.9. OY. qµ¢"s~· .. ; 
t1ons on astrology ~n·{ the· Reai \ 
gans. i 

Nancy R~agan's i_nterest in a·s- l 
trology, datll)g bef~re. the _R~gans.:1 
m<;>ved to the White .House; w.a~: al 
heightened by the March 30 l 9.8·C I . . .... . , , ' ' . 
assassmatton attempi ·against",her, I 
husband, Fit~ater said:.- . ,. •. · - 1 

"She was very concerned for her i 

husband's welfare, and· astrology .l 
has be_en a part 'of -per 'concern .fo·: i 
te~s ~f his activities," .h'e sa1d. A· 1 
fnend 1_nvolved in astrology ' 'was'· ·! 
helpful to her" after the attempt • 
on the president's life. • I 

The president w.as -·;'g'.uesiioned .. -i 
about the reports durin_g a •signing j 
<;eremony for a PI:Q.~la111ati9n des-- ': 
• ~e REAGANS. fa~~ ~x ;· < } . ; 

. .r ·....:J 

pJ .!/,,~ .!/,,c_ ! 
/wASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 
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Presidents subjected to many jokes 
\1~1 --- .. -- -- . .. • -~-

·-

By W. Dole N elson'] . " press conferences, and meetings 
Associaf•dPr•sswril•r Wash· 1·nctton with editors." 

WASHI GTO (AP) - What 
the killer rabbit was for Jimmy 
Carter and the bump on the head 
• as for Gerald Ford, the signs of 
the Zodiac may become for Ron­
ald Reagan. 

Americans love to make fun of 
.the occupants of the White House, 
and the president and first lady 

ancv Reagan have just given 
~se. 

Actually, not much of an excuse 
is needed. Almost anything will 
do. 

Lyndon Johnson was subj ect ed 
to endless jokes just for pulling up 
his shirt and showing his scar 
from gall bladder surgery . Abra­
ham Lincoln was a figqr~ of fun 
be~e of his h~bit-of telling tall 
stories.· Even Rich~rd ·Nixon, qot 
much of a stand-up comic; drew 
guffaws for dressing up Whi te 
House guards in goofy uniforms. 

Once in a while, though, some­
ing happens that strikes the 
tblic funny bone with special 
apact. 
For Carter , it all started on a 
ring afternoon in 1979 when he 

~ Id some of his aides, gathered 
i: 1 the Truman balcony of the 
:3 hit, House, about his .~£2..l!-Ater . ---· - • 

fit The former press secretary had 

t d. his own tongue In cheek when he 
0 a Y . wrote that account, but lt'is cer-

. tainly true that the enraged rab-
: bit added a new facet to the 

with a swamp ra;bbif as he fished folklore of the president from 
in a pond on his fariµi_in G·eo.rgic1 . Plains. 
. Carter said th~ a~~malwas ~i~-- Ford inadvertently broke into 

smg and gnashrng· its·- tee~h and comedy one rainy day in Salz­
seemed intent on climbing irifo ; burg, Austria, as he walked down 
his boat. The commander in chief the steps of Air Force One on arri­
said he took action by splashing , val for an international meeting 
water at the rabbit witll his pad- with one arm around bis wife and . 
dle.toshooi_taway. . . _ ·_, theotherhol~inganumbrella . . 

Carter 's press secretau, Jody· 
Powell, wh~ was in the group· on : Two or three steps f:om the bo_t­
the balcony, later wrote, "Had 1, tom of the ramp; by his-count, his 
been doing my job, I_ w,ould 'n•avel heel caught on someth_ing. With 
stopped the president at that ·mo-,. no arm free to grab a rali, he tum­
ment, pointed out the d.,lQg_ers to'·. ?led onto . the tarmac, then 
him and his administr~tion if Jumped to his feet, unhurt. 
sucp cJ. _sfory ev~i: g9f:ouf, ·-~·ngt ,iF-rom tba(ni~nient on, ev~ry 
S\;\'Qrn IJ~~ a.nd.'all wiihinr,each off time I stumbled or bumped my. 
his voice to secrecy·" • • • . -~- head or fell in the snow, reporters 

instead, Powell t~ld the story} zeroed 'in on that to the exclusion 
several months later, . to· a re-.1 of almost everything else," Ford 
porter, Brooks Jackson of The As- complained in his White House 
sociated Press. Jackson wrote a: memoirs. 
lighthearted column about it, and· 
the fat was in the fire. Not only that, but Johnny Car­

son made jokes about the subject 
" It was a nightmare," said, on his late night television show 

Powell. " The story ran_ for more and comic Chevy Chase practi­
than a week. The presiden_t w~~ cally made a career out of mim­
repea~edly asked to exp_la1~ h1~ i ck in g Ford's supp O s e d 
beha:v10r .atJ.o.w.n JrnlJ m.._e~ti.!.lgs~. ~l_tnnsiness . . ----

"Their antics - and I'll adml 
laughed at them myself - help, 
create the public perception 
me as a stumbler. And th 
wasn't funny," said Ford. 

Now comes former Whi 
, House chief of staff Donald T. R 
gan, reportedly saying In a fort 
coming book that Mrs. Reag; 
used astrology to determine tJ 
timing of presidential speech 
and travel. The report remind, 
people that the president also h. 
professed interest in astrology. 

Both Carter and Ford had ele 
tions coming up when the snic 
ers about the rabbit and U 
stumbles began. Both lost. 

Reagan doesn' t have that 
worry about. He ~n't running._ 

But Vice President Geori 
Bush is-··running. and be lost 1 

time joining in the fun . 
Aboard Air Force II as he b 

gan a three-day presidential car 
paign swing through the West, 
Tuesday, Bush was asked abo 
Joyce Jillson, a Los Angeles a 
trologer who says the stars to 
her Bush would be Reagan's be 
running mate in 1980. 

"I'll likely work closely wi 
her," Bush said. "She's brilliar 
Joyce Jillson? Secretary 
what?" 1 

W. Dale Nelson covers l 
Wh.ile House for the Associat, 
Press . 
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Astrologers claim 
Re·-ag-ans' stargazing 
'worst-kept' secret 
LOS ANGELES (AP) - Syndi­

cated stargazers say it was an open 
secret that President and Nancy 
Reagan consult their horoscopes, 
with their interest in astrology dat­
ing to the years when Reagan was 
governor of CalJfornia . 

The White House confirmed 
Tuesday that Nancv Reagan fol ­
lows astrology and consults il for 
some of the president's activities, 
but the president said no policy or 
decision he's made has been influ­
enced by the stars _ 

"I refer to it as the world's worst­
h:ept secret that President Reagan 
relies on astrology . There's nothing 
new about it," said astrologer Syd­
ney Omarr of Santa Monica, whose 
syndicated daily horoscope is dis­
tributed to more than 300 newspa­
pers, including The Washington 
Post . 

Omarr said he has never consult­
ed with Reagan, but r eceived con­
gratulations via a phone call from 
former While House spokesman 
Larry Speakes when Omarr noted 
his 25 years with the Los Angeles 
Times syndicate . 

" Franklin Roosevelt relied on 
astrology . Theodore Roosevelt did . 
George Washington's diary said he 
kept track of the posit,ion of the 
stars," Omarr said. 

The confirmation of th~ Reagans' , 
interest followed reports that Don- I 
aid T . Regan, the former Whit~ j 
House chief of staff, plans to reveal .. , 
in a book that Mrs. Reagan turned ' I 
to astrologers in shaping the presi­
dent's schedule . 

"It's an input that they receive I 
don't like to use the word rely," said 
.Joyce Jillson, an astrologer from 
the San Fernando Valley whose dai­
ly horoscope is distributed to more 
than 100 newspapers nationwide by 
Tribune Media Services . 

Interviewed on CBS' "This Mom· 
ing" show today, Ms. Jillson said 
she was not surprised at the sudden 
controversy over the _ Reagans' 
interest in astrology . 
~ "This has been sort of in the off­

ing for the last two weeks I 
have been hearing rumblings about 
this through various channels," she 
said. 

" I think they handled it beautiful· 
ly . And frankly I think Donald 
Regan, who is a Sagitarrius, tried to 
use this to get much more attention 
than it really got." • 

The question of Reagan and 
astrology surfaced more than 20 
years ago, when he chose to be 
sworn in as governor for his first 
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[ St~r,s I 
Continued from Al • . • Asked if ·sbe advised the · 
term shortly after IT4~g.bt on Jan. ·. Reagans. Ms. Jillson said. ~1 never 
5 1967. ~ discuss my chents." 
'Outgoing Gov. Pa:C-Browri said_ She said Reagan has used a.strol• 

Reagan pfcked the time bequise he ogy to pick ms maoguratton and 
relied on. astrology. Reagan'.s aides other big events. '"Look at when he . 
denied that, and_ ~d the.unusual,. -holds his news conferenC'es . : 
time was picked because of co~- They're usually durmg a full moon. 
tutional questions .regarding.~ .He chooses those tunes todo 11 . .. 
fer of power. . • - • , • :'. However, Wlute House deputy 

Ms. Jillsonsaid.theReagans.r-eg- --press secretary B .J . Cooper said 
ularly consulte4. -.astr:ologe_rs the Reagans dld not know :lils. Jill-
throughout the- Reagan· presidency • son.· - • • · 
and gubernatorial tenure in Cahlor- Mrs. Reagan's interest in the 
nia . • stars was renewed after her hIJS. 

Lyn - Nofziger, a' former White hand sw.;ved the assa$,SIDat1on 

House political aide and longtime attempt. presidential spokesman 
associate of the Reagans, dismissed Marlin Fitzwater said. )Is_ JUlsoo 
the sudden interest in Mrs. said Reagan's charts indicated dan­
Reagan's stargazing. ger for that tune, and he should 

" I have never once heard her have been more cauuous. 
allude to astrology or to the stars. or She added astrQlog:. was used in 
to the m()On or to the sign of the· planning last Dece!:'..ba"'s summit 
ram," he said. • • ·' ' between the president and 5o,,;et 

He said the president liked to leader Yikhail Gorbachev, but 
read his horoscope and ~laughed things didn't go smoothly with ~ ­
about it and kidded about it. but t Reagan and Raisa GOFbachev 
have never ~Il him take the stuff because the ~Vlet leaders wlfe's. 
seriously ;• . . birthdl.te is not known in the West . 

Ms. Jillson said she was at the_ 1 he probleltl wlLb _Nancy and 
' White House after Reagan's a.ssas- Raisa ,.ould ne•.-er ha•e happened 

sination attempt in March 198I, and if we had her bll'thdatt?," she said. 
helped the GOP choose George ~ The Wa.shmgton Pa:,"1 said one of 
Bush as \'lee president. _ the ~--milog~rs that ~- Reagan 

'"l'her_e-~~ talk.tbat· l did ch.µ'ts -'ciln:i1llted -w3S ·carron. Righter of I 
for all ei.ght·(vice presidentlaI) ean- • to.s Angeles. who was menti011ed ill , 
di~tes. I don't deny that . I deter~ Reagan's 1965 a~tobtagraphy, 
mmed the only winnable choice was '"Where's Tll.e Rest Of \l"''I.!' Ri""''"' 


